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Comprehensive Mental Health Reform – A Call to Action 

 
ISSUE: 
America urgently needs to enact comprehensive mental health reform to transform critical 
governmental programs, ensure better coordination, and shape new policies to meet escalating U.S. 
mental health needs, especially for children and adolescents.  
 
BACKGROUND: 
High-profile and often tragic events in America’s schools, colleges, and communities, particularly over 
the last decade, have increased national dialogue and legislative debate about America’s need for better 
integrated and more widely available mental health services and programs.  
 
In the U.S. House of Representatives, Rep. Tim Murphy (R-PA), who chairs the House Energy and 
Commerce Oversight and Investigations Subcommittee, has been tireless in examining government 
mental health programs, spending, and lack of intergovernmental coordination.  His bill, the “Helping 
Families in Mental Health Crisis Act of 2015,” is widely regarded as the most comprehensive effort to 
put new policies in place to coordinate and direct Federal mental health funding to where it is most 
needed and can be efficiently spent. 
 
For example, Dr. Murphy’s bill would establish a new Assistant Secretary for Mental Health and 
Substance Abuse Disorders in the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS).  The rationale 
behind these and other structural reforms in the bill is to ensure the government’s response to 
America’s mental health needs is better coordinated and effectively administered.  A December 2014 
Government Accountability Office (GAO) report clearly supports the need for reform: “MENTAL HEALTH 
- HHS Leadership Needed to Coordinate Federal Efforts Related to Serious Mental Illness.”  
 
Other key provisions of Dr. Murphy’s bill would boost the child and adolescent psychiatry workforce, 
ensure the promise of mental health parity is realized, and launch special pilot projects on early 
intervention.  
 
AACAP is working closely with Chairman Murphy and other Congressional leaders to ensure swift 
passage of this bill and the introduction of companion legislation in the Senate.  
 

CONGRESSIONAL ASK: 
• Please co-sponsor H.R. 2646, the “Helping Families in Mental Health Crisis Act of 2015,” introduced 
by Reps. Tim Murphy (R-PA) and Eddie Bernice Johnson (D-TX). 
• Urge the House and Senate to rapidly move comprehensive mental health reform through the 
legislative process and to floor action as soon as possible. 

http://www.gao.gov/assets/670/667644.pdf
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